BURGUNDY TASTING WEEK – JANCIS ROBINSON et AL JANUARY 2015
DOMAINE AF GROS/ FRANCOIS PARENT
François Parent, Grand Cru 2013 Corton 17+pts
The nose could be accused of lacking a bit of spark and intensity, although it’s still absolutely typical for Corton Blanc, with white fruit and almonds. The palate, however, is delightful: round, fleshy, layered with crème pâtissière, and knitted together with just enough appley acidity. (AH)Drink 2017-2022 £160 RRP
François Parent, Les Arvelets Premier Cru 2013 Pommard 16,5pts
Burly, rocky nose – not a fruit-driven style even at this early stage. Even though the tannins are silky, this is a sturdy, old-fashioned-feeling Pommard. (AH) Drink 2018-2024 £75 RRP 
François Parent, Morgeot Premier Cru 2013 Chassagne-Montrachet16.5+pts
Very Morgeot: red apple, nuts, even red berries on the nose. Good, solid Chassagne, albeit not thrilling for the price. (AH) Drink 2018-2023£92.50 RRP
Dom A F Gros, Grand Cru 2013 Richebourg 17pts
Rather dark and closed, and on the palate, this is big, powerful, but not especially beautiful. The layering and finesse you’d expect from a senior grand cru are not apparent at this stage. It’s good wine, for sure, but not magical, and hence not much of a step up from the village wines despite its greater mass. (AH) Drink 2020-2028 £425 RRP
Dom A F Gros, Les Pézerolles Premier Cru 2013 Pommard 16.5
Muted, a bit green and grumpy on the nose, but there’s excellent vigour on the palate. Complex and spicy, with very well-rounded tannin, though a bit vanilla-sweet at the end. (AH)  Drink 2018-2024
£75 RRP
Dom A F Gros, Aux Réas 2013 Vosne-Romanée 17pts
A touch more floral than the Maizières, as well as a more assertive structure. Equal quality, different expressions – this one potentially longer lived. (AH) Drink 2018-2025£60 RRP 
Dom A F Gros, Aux Maizières 2013 Vosne-Romanée 17pts
Quite a heady nose, with kirsch, spice and black cherry. Cool and composed on the palate, by contrast, with a lovely creaminess to the texture, and very gentle tannin. (AH)Drink 2018-2023
£60 RRP 17
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Dom A F Gros, Clos de la Fontaine 2013 Vosne-Romanée 16.5pts
Very delicate, pale, floral-strawberry-scented Vosne. It’s a little woody at this stage, perhaps, but there is real class and finesse here nonetheless. (AH) Drink 2017-2022 £60 RRP
Dom A F Gros 2013 Chambolle-Musigny 17.5pts
Tender, blueberry- and jasmine-scented – very Chambolle. Lovely focus and delicacy on the palate: a really typical, eloquent expression of the village. (AH) Drink 2017-2023 £60 RRP

DOMAINE DES MALANDES
Dom des Malandes, Côte de Léchet Premier Cru 2013 Chablis 16+
Attractive fruit density on the nose, and then a balancing leafiness on the palate. Not the grandest or most concentrated, but quite jolly. (AH) Drink 2016-2020 £21.95 RRP
Dom des Malandes, Fourchaume Premier Cru 2013 Chablis 16.5
There’s a hint of Fourchaume’s classic grilled pineapple on the nose here. And the palate has good breadth and vigour. (AH) Drink 2016-2021£24.25 RRP 
Dom des Malandes, Vaudésir 2013 Chablis Grand Cru 17+
Exotic floral perfume, like expensive face cream. Full and focused, with excellent scale and potential to develop further. (AH) Drink 2017-2023 N£47.45 RRP  
ChablisDom des Malandes, Montmains Premier Cru 2013 16+
Good premier cru class on the nose – depth and potential intensity. The palate is a little shy and flat in comparison, though. (AH)Drink 2016-2020 £23.35 RRP 
Dom des Malandes, Les Clos 2013 Chablis Grand Cru 17
Intense but restrained aroma – stony citrus and a light note of melon. Creamy, rounded and still fresh, the oak gives more texture than flavour but is present. Juicy and mouthwatering after a creamy mid palate. Approachable but much more complexity to come. (JH) Drink 2016-2023
Dom des Malandes 2013 Chablis 16
Good straightforward Chablis: some fruit ripeness within a pure, traditional structure. (AH)Drink 2016-2020 £17.25 RRP 16
Dom des Malandes 2014 Petit Chablis 16pts
Fresh and open, already nearly ready to do its job, namely helping shellfish slip down. Nice little core of stone fruit in there too. (AH)Drink 2016-2019 £14.85 RRP 
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Dom des Malandes, Vau de Vey Premier Cru 2013 Chablis 15.5
Slightly clumsy and tannic-feeling, with rather muted flavour. (AH) Drink 2016-2020
£21.55 RRP 
Dom des Malandes, Cuvée Tour du Roy Vieilles Vignes 2013 Chablis15.5
Creamier and fruiter (tinned peach) than the regular Chablis, but it throws the balance off. Despite its greater richness, this is the less satisfying wine. (AH) Drink 2016-2020 15.5
Dom des Malandes, Montmains Vieilles Vignes Premier Cru 2013 Chablis 16.5
Stony, a little smoky/dusty but also zesty citrus on the nose. Light cedar flavour on a creamy texture. Gentle yet sustained. (JH)Drink 2016-2020
Dom des Malandes, Mont de Milieu Premier Cru 2013 Chablis 16.5
Quite exotic aroma, even a bit of lychee. Tarter and more mineral than expected on the palate. A bit more backward than the other premiers crus in this range. (AH) Drink 2017-2022  £26.05 RRP
Dom des Malandes, Les Clos 2013 Chablis Grand Cru 16.5
Good, powerful young wine, but seems a bit loose and short for this great vineyard. I find more potential and class in the Vaudésir. (AH) Drink 2017-2021 £49.25 RRP 
MAISON AUVIGUE

Auvigue, Les Chailloux 2013 Pouilly-Fuissé16.5
Quite closed, but definitely some typical buttery richness on the nose. The palate is focused and taut, by contrast, with good depth. (AH) Drink 2016-2020 £26.30 RRP 
Auvigue, Le Moulin du Pont 2013 St-Véran 16.5
Ripe and powerful; peach and apple compote, spice. Unoaked but still a lot going on, with nice up-front richness and plenty of layers on the palate. GV (AH) Drink 2015-2020 £18.60 RRP 
Auvigue, Les Chailloux 2013 Pouilly-Fuissé 16.5
Quite closed, but definitely some typical buttery richness on the nose. The palate is focused and taut, by contrast, with good depth. (AH) Drink 2016-2020 £26.30 RRP 
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DOMAINE CAPUANO-FERRERI 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, Vieilles Vignes 2013 Santenay 15.5 
Open, appley, quite simple and primary on the nose. Mealy, even cidery on the palate, with a sense of alcohol roundness. Not sure where this is going, but a taut, poised young wine it ain’t. (AH)Drink 2015-2017 £27 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, Clos de Paradis Premier Cru 2013 Mercurey 16.5
Quite dark and closed, though it opens up and gains brightness in the glass. Lots of life and ‘chew’ in the mouth, without turning rustic. Still silky, with persistent blackberry/mulberry fruit. (AH)Drink 2017-2021 £29.30 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, La Comme Premier Cru 2013 Santenay  16.5
A similar style to the Gravières but more focus and tautness. Certainly a high-class Santenay, with good length and poise throughout. (AH) Drink 2017-2021£29.30 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri 2013 Chassagne-Montrachet 15
Rather loose and forward on the nose. The palate is verging on cidery. This seems rather evolved, despite the decent fruit concentration. (AH) Drink 2015-2018£37 RRP  
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, Les Gravières Premier Cru 2013 Santenay 16.5
More depth than the Vieilles Vignes, and also a more black fruit style. Quite flashy, exotic, nicely balanced and accessible. Good plump Santenay. (AH) Drink 2016-2020£29.30 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, La Comme Premier Cru 2013 Santenay 16+
Perfumed: peach and white flowers. Good firm structure and focus. Nicely constructed wine, serious for white Santenay. (AH) Drink 2016-2019 £34.50 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, Vieilles Vignes 2013 Santenay 16
Bright, juicy Pinot nose. Slightly rustic palate, but will give early pleasure as soon as it loses that little raw, appley edge. (AH) Drink 2016-2019 £23.50 RRP
Dom Capuano-Ferreri 2013 Bourgogne 15.5
Gentle, quite appetising; a soft, well-balanced early-drinker, albeit with no great depth or length. (AH) Drink 2015-2017 £17.50 RRP 
Dom Capuano-Ferreri, Clos de Paradis Premier Cru 2013 Mercurey 15
A bit heavy on the nose – dried flowers rather than fresh. Then dried apricots on the palate, without enough supporting structure. Rather flabby and OTT. (AH) Drink 2015-2018£34.50 RRP 
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DOMAINE FOUGERAY DE BEAUCLAIR

Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les Golardes 2013 Savigny-lès-Beaune 15.5
Tart cranberry aromas. Slightly friendlier on the palate than the nose suggests, with fair internal balance, but all quite light and small scale. (AH) Drink 2016-2019£30 RRP 
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les St-Jacques Pinot Blanc 2013 Marsannay 15.5
Already bottled. 100% Pinot Blanc.Quite interesting, smoky palate – certainly has curiosity value, though it is something of a one-trick pony. (AH)Drink 2015-2018 £23.15 
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Grand Cru 2013 Bonnes Mares 15.5
From the Morey-Saint-Denis part of the vineyard.Fine depth and nuanced fruit, but what seems like slightly too-present oak on the nose turns into a domineering cascade of sawdust flavour on the palate. This feels like good raw material completely ravaged in the cellar. (AH)
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Clos Marion 2013 Fixin 15.5
Already bottled. Brisk, straightforward crisp-apple white. A bit lean and featureless. (AH)Drink 2016-2019 £31.25 RRP
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les Aiges Pruniers 2013 Marsannay 15
Already bottled. Baked apple and lees aromas, solid in the mouth, a bit tannic. Flat finish – already low energy. (AH)Drink 2015-2017£23.15 RRP
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les Golardes 2013 Savigny-lès-Beaune 15
Quite advanced straw colour already. Some richness and depth on the palate, but not exactly polished. A bit worrying. (AH) Drink 2016-2019 £32.95 RRP 
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les Meix 2013 Puligny-Montrachetb 14.5
A bit of delicate peach aroma, though pretty muted overall. Dusty, flat palate; honeycomb finish. Not much substance here. (AH) Drink 2016-2019 £39.55 RRP 
 Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les St-Jacques 2013 Marsannay 15
Some lively red apple/cranberry fruit, plus a touch of sawdusty wood. The wood is really marked on the palate, giving an oddly Bourbon-like flavour. (AH) Drink 2016-2019£34.95 RRP 
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Clos Marion 2013 Fixin 15
Already bottled. Still showing sulphur, and unknit on the nose. The palate has a fresh core of fruit, but is sour and lean in structure. (AH) Drink 2017-2020 £38 RRP 
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Dom Fougeray de Beauclair, Les Seuvrées 2013 Gevrey-Chambertin 14.5
This sample was strongly reduced, though there’s good blackberry fruit and firm structure to be found on the palate. The finish, though, is extremely flat and honeyed, and that worries me, even if the reduction doesn’t. (AH) Drink 2016-2019 £50 RRP 
Dom Fougeray de Beauclair 2013 Côte de Nuits-Villages 14.5
Rather oxidative and Bovrilly in aroma. Nice fresh structure but the flavours are oddly tired. (AH)Drink 2016-2018 £28.30 RRP (imported by ABS Wine Agencies)
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